
 
Text
“But godliness with contentment is great gain. For we brought nothing 
into this world, and it is certain we can carry nothing out. And having 
food and raiment let us be therewith content. But they that will be rich 
fall into temptation and a snare, and into many foolish and hurtful 
lusts, which drown men in destruction and perdition. For the love 
of money is the root of all evil: which while some coveted after, they 
have erred from the faith, and pierced themselves through with many 
sorrows.” (1 Timothy 6:6–10)

Overview
Our children are growing up in a world that tells them you can 
never have too much stuff. They are constantly being bombarded 
with the latest merchandise and are led to believe that they need to 
have it. Christian parents must understand this constant pull toward 
discontentment and strive to teach their children what really matters. 
It is possible to cultivate contentment, even in our consumerist 
culture. 
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1. MODEL 	 	 	 	  IN THE HOME

A.	 By		 	 	 		below	your	means
“The rich ruleth over the poor, and the borrower is servant to the 
lender.” (Proverbs 22:7)

“Let your conversation be without covetousness; and be content 
with such things as ye have: for he hath said, I will never leave 
thee, nor forsake thee.” (Hebrews 13:5)

B.	 By		 	 	 		for	basic	necessities
“Labour not to be rich: cease from thine own wisdom. Wilt thou 
set thine eyes upon that which is not? for riches certainly make 
themselves wings; they fly away as an eagle toward heaven.” 
(Proverbs 23:4–5)

“But if any provide not for his own, and specially for those of his 
own house, he hath denied the faith, and is worse than an infidel.” 
(1 Timothy 5:8)

2. MENTOR 	 	 	 	  IN THE HOME

A.	 Work	is	the		 	 	 		for	our	provision.
“For even when we were with you, this we commanded you, that if 
any would not work, neither should he eat. For we hear that there 
are some which walk among you disorderly, working not at all, 
but are busybodies. Now them that are such we command and 
exhort by our Lord Jesus Christ, that with quietness they work, 
and eat their own bread.” (2 Thessalonians 3:10–12)

“The soul of the sluggard desireth, and hath nothing: but the soul of 
the diligent shall be made fat.” (Proverbs 13:4)

“Wealth gotten by vanity shall be diminished: but he that gathereth 
by labour shall increase.” (Proverbs 13:11)



B.	 Work	is		 	 	 		of	God.
“And the Lord God took the man, and put him into the garden of 
Eden to dress it and to keep it.” (Genesis 2:15)

“Seest thou a man diligent in his business? he shall stand before 
kings; he shall not stand before mean men.” (Proverbs 22:29)

3. MANAGE STEWARDSHIP 	 	 	 	  
IN THE HOME

A.	 Teach		 	 	 	 	

“Now concerning the collection for the saints, as I have given 
order to the churches of Galatia, even so do ye. Upon the first 
day of the week let every one of you lay by him in store, as God 
hath prospered him, that there be no gatherings when I come.” 
(1 Corinthians 16:1–2)

“I have shewed you all things, how that so labouring ye ought 
to support the weak, and to remember the words of the Lord 
Jesus, how he said, It is more blessed to give than to receive.” 
(Acts 20:35)

“Honour the Lord with thy substance, and with the firstfruits of 
all thine increase: So shall thy barns be filled with plenty, and 
thy presses shall burst out with new wine.” (Proverbs 3:9–10)

B.	 Teach		 	 	 	

“Be thou diligent to know the state of thy flocks, and look well to 
thy herds.” (Proverbs 27:23)

“For which of you, intending to build a tower, sitteth not down 
first, and counteth the cost, whether he have sufficient to finish it? 
Lest haply, after he hath laid the foundation, and is not able to 
finish it, all that behold it begin to mock him, Saying, This man 
began to build, and was not able to finish.” (Luke 14:28–30)

C.	 Teach		 	 	 	

“There is treasure to be desired and oil in the dwelling of the wise; but 
a foolish man spendeth it up.”	(Proverbs 21:20)

D.	 Teach		 	 	 	

“And not many days after the younger son gathered all together, and 



took his journey into a far country, and there wasted his substance 
with riotous living. And when he had spent all, there arose a mighty 
famine in that land; and he began to be in want.”	(Luke 15:13–14)

4. MAINTAIN BIBLICAL 	 	 	 	  IN 
THE HOME

A.	 	 	 	 	 	in	the	Lord
“…for he hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee. So that 
we may boldly say, The Lord is my helper, and I will not fear 
what man shall do unto me.” (Hebrews 13:5–6)

“Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be meat 
in mine house, and prove me now herewith, saith the Lord of 
hosts, if I will not open you the windows of heaven, and pour you 
out a blessing, that there shall not be room enough to receive it.” 
(Malachi 3:10)

“Give, and it shall be given unto you; good measure, pressed down, 
and shaken together, and running over, shall men give into your 
bosom. For with the same measure that ye mete withal it shall be 
measured to you again.” (Luke 6:38)

B.	 	 	 	 	 	the	Lord
“And the child Samuel ministered unto the Lord before Eli. And 
the word of the Lord was precious in those days; there was no 
open vision.” (1 Samuel 3:1)

“Likewise, ye husbands, dwell with them according to knowledge, 
giving honour unto the wife, as unto the weaker vessel, and as 
being heirs together of the grace of life; that your prayers be not 
hindered.” (1 Peter 3:7)

CONCLUSION: 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	  
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	  
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	  
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	



Study Questions

1. What are some of the basic needs you should provide for your 
children?

2. What has God given us as the means for our provision? How can 
we instill this in our children’s lives?

3. What are the spending habits that we need to teach our children to 
avoid?

4. What are the two biblical priorities mentioned that we need to 
teach that are more important than money? 

5. What’s the problem with the myth about money that says, “It’s my 
money”?

6. What exactly is contentment?

7. How did the work ethics of Joseph, Samuel, and David as teenagers 
and children play a role in what they became as adults?

8. How can serving others cultivate contentment in your child’s 
heart?



Memory Verse
1 Timothy 6:6
6 But godliness with contentment is great gain.


