
 
Text
“Children, obey your parents in the Lord: for this is right. Honour thy 
father and mother; (which is the first commandment with promise;)” 
(Ephesians 6:1–2)

Overview
We live in a culture that exalts disrespect toward authority. Christian 
parents need to make teaching authority in the home of the utmost 
priority. This is done through loving correction, instruction, 
encouragement, and personal demonstration. 

INTRODUCTION: 		 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

1. 	 	 	 	  RESPECT

A.	 Parents	should		 	 	 		respect.
“And if it seem evil unto you to serve the Lord, choose you this 
day whom ye will serve; whether the gods which your fathers 
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served that were on the other side of the flood, or the gods of the 
Amorites, in whose land ye dwell: but as for me and my house, we 
will serve the Lord.” (Joshua 24:15)

B.	 Parents	should		 	 	 		respect.
“Hear, ye children, the instruction of a father, and attend to know 
understanding. For I give you good doctrine, forsake ye not 
my law. For I was my father’s son, tender and only beloved in 
the sight of my mother. He taught me also, and said unto me, Let 
thine heart retain my words: keep my commandments, and live.” 
(Proverbs 4:1–4)

“For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son 
whom he receiveth.” (Hebrews 12:6)

2. 	 	 	 	  RESPECT

A.	 	 	 	 	 	your	children	for	respect.
“Heaviness in the heart of man maketh it stoop: but a good word 
maketh it glad.” (Proverbs 12:25)

“A word fitly spoke is like apples of gold in pictures of silver.” 
(Proverbs 25:11)

B.	 	 	 	 	 	your	children	for	respect.
“For the Lord God is a sun and shield: the Lord will give grace 
and glory: no good thing will he withhold from them that walk 
uprightly.” (Psalm 84:11)

3. 	 	 	 	  RESPECT

A.	 To	the		 	 	 	 	of	Scripture
“Be ye followers of me, even as I also am of Christ.” 
(1 Corinthians 11:1)

B.	 To	your		 	 	 	 	

“Nevertheless let every one of you in particular so love his wife 
even as himself; and the wife see that she reverence her husband.” 
(Ephesians 5:33)

“Likewise, ye husbands, dwell with them according to knowledge, 
giving honour unto the wife, as unto the weaker vessel, and as 



being heirs together of the grace of life; that your prayers be not 
hindered.” (1 Peter 3:7)

C.	 In		 	 	 	 	

“Then Peter and the other apostles answered and said, We ought to 
obey God rather than men.”	(Acts 5:29)

“I exhort therefore, that, first of all, supplications, prayers, 
intercessions, and giving of thanks, be made for all men; For kings, 
and for all that are in authority; that we may lead a quiet and 
peaceable life in all godliness and honesty.” (1 Timothy 2:1–2)

D.	 In	the		 	 	 	 	

“Let nothing be done through strife or vainglory; but in lowliness of 
mind let each esteem other better than themselves.”	(Philippians 2:3)

“Be kindly affectioned one to another with brotherly love; in honour 
preferring one another;” (Romans 12:10)

“Remember them which have the rule over you, who have spoken unto 
you the word of God: whose faith follow, considering the end of their 
conversation.” (Hebrews 13:7)

E.	 To	your		 	 	 	 	

“But we were gentle among you, even as a nurse cherisheth her 
children.”	(1 Thessalonians 2:7)

CONCLUSION: 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	  
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

Study Questions

1. In every relationship, in every sphere of life, what is essential?

2. Who did God institute to be the authority in the home?



3. How can you reward your children for their respect?

4. What are some of the areas in which parents need to be showing 
respect? 

5. How does the Lord’s chastening show His love to us?

6. Do you make it a priority to discipline your children lovingly? 
Do you have a tendency to let anything slide? Or do you have a 
tendency to be angry as you discipline?

7. Why does praising your children for doing right make such a 
difference?

8. Why is it so important for your children to see you being 
respectful toward others?

Memory Verses
Ephesians 6:1−2
1 Children, obey your parents in the Lord: for this is right.
2 Honour thy father and mother; (which is the first commandment 
with promise;)


