
 
Text
“In the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim king of Judah came 
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon unto Jerusalem, and besieged it. And 
the Lord gave Jehoiakim king of Judah into his hand, with part of the 
vessels of the house of God: which he carried into the land of Shinar to 
the house of his god; and he brought the vessels into the treasure house 
of his god. And the king spake unto Ashpenaz the master of his eunuchs, 
that he should bring certain of the children of Israel, and of the king’s 
seed, and of the princes; Children in whom was no blemish, but well 
favoured, and skilful in all wisdom, and cunning in knowledge, and 
understanding science, and such as had ability in them to stand in the 
king’s palace, and whom they might teach the learning and the tongue 
of the Chaldeans. And the king appointed them a daily provision of the 
king’s meat, and of the wine which he drank: so nourishing them three 
years, that at the end thereof they might stand before the king. Now 
among these were of the children of Judah, Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, 
and Azariah: Unto whom the prince of the eunuchs gave names: for 
he gave unto Daniel the name of Belteshazzar; and to Hananiah, of 
Shadrach; and to Mishael, of Meshach; and to Azariah, of Abednego. 

L E S S O N  F I V E

Developing Your Child’s Gifts



But Daniel purposed in his heart that he would not defile himself 
with the portion of the king’s meat, nor with the wine which he drank: 
therefore he requested of the prince of the eunuchs that he might not 
defile himself.” (Daniel 1:1–8)

Overview
God has gifted every individual with unique gifts and abilities. As 
parents, it is important for us to encourage these gifts in our children. 
However, we must teach them that character is always more important 
than ability. 

INTRODUCTION: 		 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

1. DETERMINE THE 	 	 	  
OF CHARACTER

A.	 Daniel	was	a		 	 	 		man.
1.	 Daniel	was	mentally	sharp.

2.	 Daniel	was	socially	poised.

B.	 Daniel	was	a		 	 	 		man.
“Only take heed to thyself, and keep thy soul diligently, lest thou 
forget the things which thine eyes have seen, and lest they depart 
from thy heart all the days of thy life: but teach them thy sons, 
and thy sons’ sons;” (Deuteronomy 4:9)

2. DISCOVER SPIRITUAL 	 	 	

A.	 By		 	 	 	 	

“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, 
gentleness, goodness, faith, Meekness, temperance: against such 
there is no law.” (Galatians 5:22–23)

“Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to 



us, whether prophecy, let us prophesy according to the proportion 
of faith; Or ministry, let us wait on our ministering: or he that 
teacheth, on teaching; Or he that exhorteth, on exhortation: he that 
giveth, let him do it with simplicity; he that ruleth, with diligence; 
he that sheweth mercy, with cheerfulness.” (Romans 12:6–8)

B.	 By		 	 	 	 	

“My son, if thine heart be wise, my heart shall rejoice, even mine. 
Yea, my reins shall rejoice, when thy lips speak right things.” 
(Proverbs 23:15–16)

“The proverbs of Solomon. A wise son maketh a glad father: but a 
foolish son is the heaviness of his mother.” (Proverbs 10:1)

3. DEVELOP NATURAL 	 	 	

A.	 	 	 	 	 	gifts

B.	 	 	 	 	 	abilities

C.	 	 	 	 	 	growth
“And, ye fathers, provoke not your children to wrath: but bring them 
up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord.”	(Ephesians 6:4)

“Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded 
you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. 
Amen.” (Matthew 28:20)

CONCLUSION: 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	  
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

Study Questions

1. What is more important than talent?

2. What are the spiritual gifts?



3. What are the natural types of gifts?

4. What are the three principles for cultivating your child’s gifts? 

5. What does Daniel’s character tell us about his upbringing?

6. Explain why we need to emphasize character over talent.

7. What spiritual gifts do you see in your children? How can you 
encourage them to cultivate those gifts?

8. What natural abilities do you see in your children? How could 
they use those gifts to serve the Lord?

Memory Verse
Daniel 1:8
8 But Daniel purposed in his heart that he would not defile himself 
with the portion of the king’s meat, nor with the wine which he drank: 
therefore he requested of the prince of the eunuchs that he might not 
defile himself.


