
 
Text
“And he arose, and came to his father. But when he was yet a great way 
off, his father saw him, and had compassion, and ran, and fell on his 
neck, and kissed him.  And the son said unto him, Father, I have sinned 
against heaven, and in thy sight, and am no more worthy to be called 
thy son. But the father said to his servants, Bring forth the best robe, 
and put it on him; and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet: 
And bring hither the fatted calf, and kill it; and let us eat, and be merry: 
For this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is found. 
And they began to be merry. Now his elder son was in the field: and as 
he came and drew nigh to the house, he heard musick and dancing. And 
he called one of the servants, and asked what these things meant. And he 
said unto him, Thy brother is come; and thy father hath killed the fatted 
calf, because he hath received him safe and sound. And he was angry, 
and would not go in: therefore came his father out, and intreated him. 
And he answering said to his father, Lo, these many years do I serve thee, 
neither transgressed I at any time thy commandment: and yet thou 
never gavest me a kid, that I might make merry with my friends: But 
as soon as this thy son was come, which hath devoured thy living with 
harlots, thou hast killed for him the fatted calf. And he said unto him, 
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Son, thou art ever with me, and all that I have is thine. It was meet that 
we should make merry, and be glad: for this thy brother was dead, and 
is alive again; and was lost, and is found.” (Luke 15:20–32)

Overview
Sometimes, even in homes where parents strive to point their children 
toward Christ, the children still walk away from the faith their parents 
taught them. We often don’t understand the reasons for this, but we 
do know what our response should be. In this study, we take a look at 
Jesus’ parable of the prodigal son from a different perspective—the 
prodigal’s father. Although the father’s heart was broken, he still was 
faithful to God, and his story is a help to us when we have prodigal 
children. 

INTRODUCTION: 		 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

1. HE STAYED ON THE SAME 	 	 	 	 	

A.	 The	porch	of		 	 	 		

“My righteousness I hold fast, and will not let it go: my heart shall 
not reproach me so long as I live.” (Job 27:6)

“Hold fast the form of sound words, which thou hast heard of me, 
in faith and love which is in Christ Jesus.” (2 Timothy 1:13)

“But none of these things move me, neither count I my life dear 
unto myself, so that I might finish my course with joy, and the 
ministry, which I have received of the Lord Jesus, to testify the 
gospel of the grace of God.” (Acts 20:24)

B.	 The	porch	of		 	 	 		

“Casting all your care upon him; for he careth for you.” 
(1 Peter 5:7)

“Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to 
comfort them which are in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith 
we ourselves are comforted of God.” (2 Corinthians 1:4)



2. HE STAYED THE SAME 	 	 	 	 	

A.	 A	person	of		 	 	 																

“Rejoice evermore. Pray without ceasing. In every thing give 
thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you.” 
(1 Thessalonians 5:16–18)

B.	 A	person	of		 	 	 																				

“And be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one 
another, even as God for Christ’s sake hath forgiven you.” 
(Ephesians 4:32)

3. HE STAYED AFTER THE SAME 	 	 	

A.	 His		 	 	 	 	were	not	lost

B.	 His		 	 	 	 	had	not	ceased

“Be thou diligent to know the state of thy flocks, and look well to 
thy herds.” (Proverbs 27:23)

“He that observeth the wind shall not sow; and he that regardeth 
the clouds shall not reap.” (Ecclesiastes 11:4)

4. HE STAYED WITH THE SAME 	 	 	

A.	 A		 	 	 	 	son

“Fret not thyself because of evildoers, neither be thou envious 
against the workers of iniquity.” (Psalm 37:1)

B.	 A		 	 	 	 	father

CONCLUSION: 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	  
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	



Study Questions

1. Does this parable declare condemnation on this father because 
his son became a prodigal?

2. Why is it so tempting for parents to waver in their faithfulness 
to God when they see their child become rebellious?

3. What did David do when nobody cared for him or appreciated 
his leadership and all seemed lost?

4. How did the father show his love to both sons? 

5. When trials of any kind come into your life, how does it affect 
you? Do you continue in your faithfulness to God, or do you 
allow it to stop you?

6. How could the parent of a modern-day prodigal show love to 
his child without catering to his sin? How can you as a church 
member show love to a prodigal?

7. When people make negative comments to you for doing what 
you know is right—like the older son did to his father—how do 
you respond? How should you respond?



8. How can you pray for the prodigals that you know this week?

Memory Verse
Luke 15:20
20 And he arose, and came to his father. But when he was yet a great 
way off, his father saw him, and had compassion, and ran, and fell on his 
neck, and kissed him.


